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Announcements
BioSci in the news! Earlier this month Heather Patisaul and Scott Belcher were interviewed by NC
State News about their intriguing studies on the use and effects of EDCs (Endocrine Disrupting
Compounds). Also highlighted in the article is the publication of their new book, Endocrine
Disruptors, Brain and Behavior, which will be published in April by Oxford University Press.
Check out the full interview here.
****
On Friday last week NC State News also asked our Head, Jerry LeBlanc, to be the first guest writer in
a series of posts from NC State researchers. The guest posts will, “address the value of science,
technology, engineering and mathematics,” highlighting the ways in which these core studies
contribute to society. Read Jerry’s compelling post here.
****
We are pleased to report that ONE NC State nominee for the 2017 Goldwater Scholarship
competition has been named as a Goldwater Scholar , and he is BioSci!

Our Goldwat er Scholar is:
Connor McKenney, Junior, Genetics major, with minors in Statistics and Biotechnology, University
Scholars Program, 2016 DAAD RISE Grant Recipient, 2016 FAO Super-curricular SEED Grant
Recipient
Connor intends to pursue a Ph.D. in Genomics and conduct research in cancer genomics as a principle
investigator of a cancer research organization.
Faculty/Resear ch Mentors: Dr. Betty Gardner, Director of the NC State Program in Genetics and
Associate Professor, Dr. Stephanie Curtis, Professor of Biological Sciences, and Dr. David Aylor,
Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences.THREE nominees have been named as Honorable Mention.
This raises the total number of Goldwater Scholars at NC State to 50!
In addition, one of the three honorable mentions is also BioSci:
Evan C. Brooks, Junior, Biological Sciences major, with minors in Spanish and Genetics, Park
Scholar, University Scholars Program
Evan intends to pursue a Ph.D. in developmental and degenerative biology and conduct research on
the molecular mechanisms of organ morphogenesis and regeneration.
Faculty/Resear ch Mentors: Dr. Miriam Ferzli, Teaching Associate Professor of Biological Sciences
(NC State), Dr. Nanette Nascone-Yoder, Associate Professor of Developmental Biology (NC State),
and Dr. Pamela Yelick, Professor of Oral Pathology (Tufts)
This year, 470 colleges and universities nominated 1286 students for the 2017 competition. 240
Scholars were named and 307 Honorable Mentions were awarded. The one and two year scholarships
will cover the cost of tuition, fees, books and room and board for up to a maximum of $7,500 per
year. Goldwater Scholars have very impressive academic qualifications that have garnered the
attention of prestigious post-graduate fellowship programs.
In fact, recent Goldwater Scholars have been awarded 89 Rhodes Scholarships, 127 Marshall Awards,
145 Churchill Scholarships, and numerous other distinguished fellowships such as the National
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship. Congrat ulat ions to Connor an d Evan on this
achievement! Click here to learn more about the Goldwater Scholarship program.

Congratulations:
Congrat ulat ions to Dr. Ju n Ninomiya-Tsuji, college nominee for the University’s Outstanding
Global Engagement Award. Jun will be recognized for her achievements in the globalization of
research and training at the Global Engagement Exposition to be held April 18th at Talley Student
Union.

****
Congratulations are in order for Biological Sciences Post-Doc, Elena Schroeter! Elena is a 2017
recipient of the prestigious Beckman Institute Postdoctoral Fellowship. Read about the
program here. Way to go, Elena!
****
We ar e excited to an nounce this year ' s Outstan ding Senior Awar d nominees for the Biological
Sciences Depar tment! While the quality of all nominees made this a truly difficult decision, the
following departmental awardees were selected for their exceptional achievements:
The Outstanding Research Award: Ashlyn Johnson
The Outstanding Scholarship Award: Khadijah Ewais
The Yusor Abu-Salha Award for Outstanding Community Engagement: Sameula Fernandes
These candidates have been submitted for consideration by the College of Sciences for the COS
Outstanding Senior Awards. Departmental and college awardees will be honored at a celebration
on Wednesday, April 19th from 12pm to 2pm in Talley Student Union.
We would also like to acknowledge the rest of our Department Nominees for their excellent
accomplishments:
Community Engagement: Megan McNeil
Research: Maura Schwartz
Thanks to all our nominees for serving as sterling representatives of the Department of Biological
Sciences, as well as those who took the time to recognize and nominate them!

Save-the-Date

The heat,air conditioning and secondary power will be disconnected at Thomas Hall all
of 1st and 2nd floors, part of 3rd and 4th floors on 4/10/17 beginning at 7:00 AM and
ending on 4/14/17 at 4:00 PM. The disconnect is necessary in order to replace
the VFD for the AHU in room 1573. We are also replacing the MCC panel in this room.
The power will only be off in the mechanical room 1573 to the air handlers during this
time.
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